(19) 




Europaisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office euro pee n des brevets 



111 



(H) 



EP1 163 865 A2 



(12) 



EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 



(43) Date of publication: 

19.12.2001 Bulletin 2001/51 



(51) mtci7: A47C 3/026, A47C 7/44 



(21) Application number: 00306581.0 

(22) Date of filing: 02:08.2000 



(84) Designated Contracting States: 

AT BE CH CY DE DK ES Fl FR GB GR IE IT LI LU 
MC NL PT SE 

Designated Extension States: 
AL LT LV MK RO SI 

(30) Priority: 13.06.2000 US 592745 



(71) Applicant: DAVIS FURNITURE INDUSTRIES 
INCORPORATED 

Guildford, North Carolina (US) 

(72) Inventor: Vogtherr, Burkhard 
79400 Kandern-Holzen (DE) 

(74) Representative: Warren, Anthony Robert et al 
BARON & WARREN, 18 South End, Kensington 
London W8 5BU (GB) 



CM 

< 

LO 
CD 
00 

CO 
CO 



(54) Ergonomic chair 

(57) The invention relates to a chair of the type hav- 
ing a seat (54), a separate seat back (24), and a chair 
frame (22) with a rear segment (22a). The rear segment 
(22a) is fixed relative to the frame (22) and seat back 
(24) is movably secured to the fixed rear segment (22a) 
by a mounting mechanism (30) whereby the seat back 
is capable of rocking about at least two axes of rotation. 
The seal (54) is also connected to a fixed seat support 
(50) by at least one mounting mechanism (30'), allowing 
the seat to be rocked about at least one axis of rotation. 
The or each seat-mounting mechanism (30') is prefera- 
bly effectively the same as the seat back-mounting 
mechanism (30). 
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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to the field of 
chairs, and, more particularly to chairs having seats and 
seat backs mounted on chair frames so as to provide 5 
controlled pivotal movement about a plurality of axes. 
[0002] Over the years, many designs have been de- 
veloped for chairs, and particularly office chairs, with the 
goal of providing for some movement of the chair in re- 
sponse to the movement of the person sitting in the 10 
chair. This objective has been accomplished to a limited 
extent through designs that provide for unitary move- 
ment of the chair back and chair seat, or by designs al- 
lowing the chair back to move without relationship to and 
independently of the chair seat. However, these designs is 
have either incorporated a fixed relationship between the 
movement of the seat and seat back, or have been de- 
signed so that the seat and seat back can move freely, 
but without consideration of seat and seat back re- 
sponse to the occupant of the chair. A number of mech- 20 
anisms have been developed to permit chair back 
movement about one or two axes of rotation, but these 
approaches have not provided optimum comfort to and 
control by the occupant of the chair. 

[0003] The development of tiltable chair seat backs 25 
has also seen some use of resilient, rubber-like mount- 
ing pads for attaching a chair seat back or cushion to a 
chair frame. Although these approaches have been 
somewhat successful, they have not permitted or pro- 
vided for controlled movement about at least two axes 30 
of rotation, and thus, have not provided a satisfactory 
level of comfort. 

[0004] The present invention Is directed to a simple, 
improved office or work space chair having a separate 
seat and seal back mounted on a frame, thus permitting 35 
pivotal movement of the seat, seat back, or both, in re- 
sponse to the movement and physical characteristics of 
the occupant of the chair. A further object of the present 
invention is to provide a chair that is economically en- 
hanced, whereby the user is the synchronous factor in *o 
determining the relative positions of the seat and seat 
back. 

[0005] Accordingly, one aspect of the present inven- 
tion is to provide a chair of the type having a separate 
seat and seat back, that includes a chair frame having 45 
a rear segment and a mounting mechanism connecting 
the seat back to the rear segment. The mounting mech- 
anism connects the seat back to the segment of the 
frame in such a manner as to permit controlled pivotal 
movement of the seat back about at least two, and pref- so 
erably three or more axes of rotation. The construction 
of the mounting mechanism is simple, requiring relative- 
ly few parts, without the meed for post-installation ad- 
justment or maintenance. In the preferred embodiment, 
a generally circular-shaped resilient pad, such as natu- 55 
ral rubber, is positioned between two plates to form the 
mounting mechanism; however any suitable elastomer 
providing the required degree of Shore hardness may 
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be used. The resilient pad should have a Shore (e.g. 
Shore A) hardness of between 45 and 1 00, but is desir- 
ably about 85 to provide for maximum responsiveness 
to and control by the user. The size and thickness of the 
resilient pad may also be varied to provide either a less- 
er or greater degree of controlled movement. Desirably, 
the plates are embedded in the resilient pad such that 
the outside surfaces of the plates are substantially co- 
planar with corresponding outside edges of the resilient 
pad. The resilient pad provides limited torsional resist- 
ance to relative rotation between the two plates. The se- 
lection of the size, shape, and hardness of the resilient 
pad in combination with the ergonomic placement of the 
mounting mechanism, cause the seat back to "follow" 
the seat occupant, thereby ensuring continuous, even 
support to the occupant's back. . 
[0006] Openings and slots are formed in and through 
the mounting mechanism for attaching the mounting 
mechanism to the rear segment of the frame and to the 
seat back. In a preferred embodiment, the mounting 
mechanism further includes a slot extending inwardly 
from a peripheral edge of the mount. This preferred em- 
bodiment may further include a travel stop positioned in 
the slot and attached to the frame or to the seat back. 
The travel stop has a smaller sized or diameter portion 
positioned in the slot and a larger sized or diameter por- 
tion positioned in a cavity in the seat back or frame. The 
larger sized portion of the travel stop limits the travel of 
the adjacent plate as the seat back is tilted backward or 
forward, and thus limits the travel of the seat back. 
[0007] Another aspect of the present invention is to 
provide the chair described above whereby the seat 
back may be installed in two different configurations, de- 
pending on the desires of the occupant. Specifically, the 
chair has an approximately shoulder high seat back; 
however, the seat back can be optionally installed such 
that the high back portion is turned downward so that 
the chair will have a lower mid-height seat back. Thus, 
the resiliently mounted seat back of the chair offers a 
wide range of comfortable motion forthe chair occupant. 
[0008] A further aspect of the present invention is to 
provide a chair that further includes at least one, and 
desirably two, mounting mechanisms connecting the 
seat to the substantially fixed seat support, permitting 
movement of the seat in forward and rearward direc- 
tions, and limited movement from side to side. For sim- 
plicity and economy, the mounting mechanisms are the 
same as those used to connect the seat back to the rear 
segment of the chair frame; however, a higher or lower 
Shore hardness for the resilient pad may be selected, 
depending upon the specific application and desires of 
the user. Likewise, the size of the resilient pads may be 
varied, or a single larger resilient pad may be used. A 
single resilient pad could be circular or oval to more 
closely conform to the width of the chair. As with the 
mounting mechanism connecting the frame to the seat 
back, the thickness of the mounting mechanism can be 
varied to provide a greater or lesser degree of controlled 
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movement. This selection and placement of the mount- 
ing mechanisms causes the seat to respond to and 
move with the occupant, thereby evenly distributing 
pressure on the occupant's hips, buttocks, and thighs. 
[0009] The present invention, with independent 
mounting mechanisms connecting the respective seat 
and seat back portions of the chair to the frame of the 
chair, provides a construction having three variables: 
position of the seat back : position of the seat, and the 
user's body. Accordingly, because the mounting mech- 
anisms are orgonomically locatedwith respect to the 
seat and seat back and respond to and move with the 
individual occupant, the occupant's body (size : weight, 
height, and center of gravity) is the synchronous varia- 
ble that determines the other two, thereby maximizing 
the occupant's comfort by evenly supporting the occu- 
pant's body. 

[0010] Various embodiments of the present invention 
will now be described with reference to the accompany- 
ing drawings : in which: 

Figure 1 is a front perspective view of a chair con- 
structed according to one embodiment of the 
present invention; ... 
Figure 1 A is a rear perspective view of the chair of 
Figure 1 with the seat back installed downward; 
Figure 2 is an exploded rear perspective view of the 
chair of Figure 1 ; 

Figure 2A is a top view of the fixed seat support; 
Figure 3A is a schematic illustrating relative move-, 
ment of the seat back and seat in the rearward and 
forward directions; 

Figure 3B is a schematic illustrating relative move- 
ment of the seat back about the mounting mecha- 
nism; 

Figure 3C is a schematic illustrating movement of 
the seat back about the seat back mounting mech- 
anism; 

Figure 4 is a sectional view taken through the point 
of attachment of the chair seat back to an adjacent 
chair frame member; 

Figure 5 is an exploded view of the attachment 
shown in Figure 4; 

Figure 6 is an exploded view showing an alternative 
embodiment of the present invention; 
Figure 7 is a vertical section taken through an alter- 
native embodiment of the present invention show- 
ing the mounting of a chair seat back to an adjacent 
chair frame pad; 

Figure 8 is a front perspective view of the mounting 
mechanism of the present invention; 
Figure 9 is a rear perspective view of the mounting 
mechanism of the present invention; 
Figures 10A-10D are elevational and sectional 
views of the mounting mechanism of the present in- 
vention; and 

Figures 11A-11C are sectional views of alternative 
embodiments of the mounting mechanism of the 
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present invention. 

[0011] Referring now to the drawings in general and 
Figure 1 in particular, it will be understood that the illus- 
s trations are forthe purpose of describing a preferred em- 
bodiment of the invention and are not intended to limit 
the invention thereto. As best seen in Figures 1 and 1 A, 
a chair constructed according to the present invention, 
generally designated 10 : includes a plurality of legs 12 
10 to which may be attached casters 1 4 for roll able move- 
ment. Alternatively, chair 10 could have conventional 
upright legs, a frame, a pedestal support, or other suit- 
able supports known in the art. Upright seat support col- 
umn 16 extends upwardly from the junction point of legs 
15 12 and is connected to the chair seat assembly 20. In 
this embodiment, a frame 22 is formed from one or more 
portions of a rigid support material and is attached at 
one end to one side of seat assembly 20 and at the other 
end to the opposing side of seat assembly 20. Alterna- 
te tively, frame 22 may be pivot ally attached to seat as- 
sembly 20, thus allowing a wider range of possible seat 
back 24 positions. Frame 22 includes a rear segment 
22a that wraps around behind the chair seat back 24. It 
will be readily appreciated that in alternative embodi- 
es ments, separate arm rests could be provided and se- 
cured to either side of seat assembly 20 with a single 
upright support frame extending upwardly from the rear 
of seat assembly 20 as is well known in the art. This 
arrangement also constitutes a "rear segment" for the 
30 practice of the present invention. In either embodiment, 
a chair frame segment 22a will be provided adjacent the 
seat back 24. 

[0012] To accommodate the desires and physical 
characteristics of individual users, seat back 24 may be 

35 installed in two different configurations. As shown in Fig- 
ure 1 , chair 1 0 has a seat back 24 having a tall, or shoul- 
der high, portion 24a and a short portion 24b. Alterna- 
tively, and as shown in Figure 1 A, seat back 24 is in- 
stalled such that the tall portion 24a is turned downward 

40 and the short, mid-height, portion 24b is installed up- 
ward. This offers a wide range of comfortable motion for 
the chair occupant while providing aesthetically-pleas- 
ing options for the appearance of the chair. 
[0013] In the preferred embodiment, the chair seat 

45 back 24 is movably secured to rear segment 22a by a 
single mounting mechanism 30. Figures 4 and 5 illus- 
trate the preferred embodiment of the mounting ar- 
rangement. Seat back 24 includes an opening 27 
through which is inserted a knob 26 that is threaded on 

so its inner circumference. Desirably, the threaded knob 
has a smooth surface so as not to cause discomfort for 
the user of the chair. Alternatively, if seat back 24 is up- 
holstered, then the shape of knob 26 may vary from that 
shown in Figures.4 and 5. . 

55 [001 4] The mounting mechanism 30 includes first and 
second plates 32, 34 and a resilient pad 31 positioned 
. between and secured to the first and second plates. 
PJates 32, 34 are substantially parallel and laterally 
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spaced apart from each other by resilient pad 31 . Plates 
32, 24 are preferably constructed from metal but could 
be constructed from any suitable material that has the 
physical properties to withstand the stresses generated 
during use of the chair. These materials include, but are 5 
not limited to thermoplastic, thermoset, and composite 
materials. In a preferred embodiment the plates 32, 34 
are secured to the resilient pad 31 by being embedded 
therein such that the outer surfaces of the plates 32. 34 
are substantially coplanar with the outer surfaces of the 10 
resilient pad 31 . The parallel relationship between the 
plates changes as a person sitting in their chair moves 
about. For example, if the person moves so as to tilt the 
top of the seat back 24 forward, the first plate 32 will be 
tilted correspondingly with the seat back. The second 15 
plate 34 will tend to hold its position so that the plates 
form a "V." It will be appreciated that movement of the 
plates will be dampened by the resilient pad 31 . the low- 
er portion of which will be compressed. Similarly, the po- 
sitioning of the plates will be reversed if the seat back 20 
is tilted backward. Accordingly, the construction and 
placement of mounting mechanism 30 causes seat back 
24 to respond to and move with the occupant, thereby 
evenly supporting the occupant's back. Figures 3A 
through 3C illustrate the range of positions that seat 25 
back 24 may take in response to the occupant of the 
chair. 

[0015] The seat back 24 may further include at least 
one nipple 25 extending from the seat back towards the 
mounting mechanism 30. The nipple 25 engages a cor- 30 
responding recess 37 formed in the first plate 32 of the 
mounting mechanism 30. Although the present inven- 
tion will function with one nipple 25 provided on seat 
back 24, desirably, two nipples 25 are provided. Each 
of the nipples 25 engages corresponding recesses 37 35 
in the mounting mechanism 30. This arrangement pre- 
vents the seat back 24 from rotating independently from 
the mounting mechanism 30 as the seat back 24 moves 
from side to side and helps to ensure a secure connec- 
tion between the seat back 24 and the mounting mech- 40 
anism 30. As seat back 24 rotates from side to side, the 
first plate 32 should move with the seat back so as to 
create a torsional flexing of the resilient pad 31 . It will 
be readily appreciated that without the nipples 25, there 
is an increased chancethat the seat back 24 would ro- 45 
tate independently of the mounting mechanism 30. In 
that instance there would be less holding force exerted . 
on the seat back by the mounting mechanism 30.. It 
should be understood that, while the present invention 
will function properly without the nipples 25 in seat back 50 
and recesses 37 in the resilient mount, having these el- 
ements enhances the function of the present invention. 
It should be further understood that other approaches, 
such as the use of additional fasteners will ensure that 
the movement of the first plate 32 follows that of the seat 55 
back 24. Mounting mechanism 30 is secured to . seat 
back 24 by a fastener 42, preferably a bolt, that extends . 
through passage 33 to engage knob 26. 



[0016] Once mounting mechanism 30 is secured to 
seat back 24, chair rear frame segment 22a is rigidly 
attached to second plate 34 using threaded fasteners 
44 that extend through rear frame segment 22a to en- 
s gage threaded openings 35 in second plate 34. 

[0017] Turning now to Figure 6, an alternative instal- 
lation includes a seat back 224 having a threaded socket 
227. The mounting mechanism 230 is secured to seat 
back 224 using fastener 242 which extends through a 
10 passage 233 in mounting mechanism 230. Nipples 225 
and corresponding recesses 237 are provided to se- 
curely attach the mounting mechanism 230 to the seat 
back 224 as described above. Chair frame 222 is se- 
cured directly to the mounting mechanism 230 via fas- 
15 teners 244 which engage threaded openings 235 in 
mounting mechanism 230. This embodiment provides 
the advantage of requiring fewer parts than the embod- 
iment illustrated in Figures 4 and 5. 
[0018] Each of the embodiments described thus far 
20 permits substantial movement by the seat back relative 
to the adjacent frame pad 22 about three axes as shown 
in Figures 3A through 3C. One axis extends substan- 
tially perpendicularly through the mounting mechanism 
30 and seat back 24 in a front-to-back direction through 
25 the chair 1 0. This axis is substantially parallel to the sur- 
face on which the chair 10. rests. A second axis extends 
substantially vertically through the mounting mecha- 
nism 30 and seat back 24 in a top to bottom direction 
and is substantially perpendicular to the surface on 
30 which the chair rests. The third axis extends through the 
seat back 22 and mounting mechanism 30 in a left to 
right direction and is substantially parallel to the surface 
on which the.chair 10 rests. 

[001 9] Desirably, the seat back should meet substan- 
35 tially equal resistance from the resilient pad 31 while ro- 
tating about each axis. A mounting mechanism 30 hav- 
ing a circular shape best facilitates this movement. The 
practice of the present invention includes using other 
shapes, however, other geometries may cause the seat 
40 back to have more resistance and, thus, less range of 
motion in at least one, and potentially more than one, 
direction. 

[0020] The material selected for resilient pad 31 
should provide for ease of movement and ready tiltability 
45 of the seat back. Desirably, theresilient pad 31 is con- 
structed from a rubber or rubber-like material. Natural 
or synthetic rubbers may be used, but thermoplastic, 
thermoset, or composite materials may be used. The re- 
silient material has a Shore hardness of between about 
so 45 and about 1 00 and, preferably, about 85. Other rang- 
es of hardness may be used depending on a number of 
factors including the size of the chair, the design of the 
chair, and the size and weight of the person the chair is 
intended to accommodate. It will be appreciated that se- 
55 lecting the material and Shore hardness for resilient pad . 
31 involves some amount of subjective determi nation of 
the appropriate "feel" desired for a particular chair. 
[0021] The embodiment depicted in Figure 7 further 
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illustrates the wide variety of implementations of the ba- 
sic principles of the present invention. Seat back 324 is 
secured to mounting mechanism 330 by threaded knob 
326 and fastener 342. The mounting mechanism 330 
for this embodiment is depicted in Figures 8, 9, and 1 0A 5 
through 10D and includes a slot 336 which extends in- 
wardly toward the center of mounting mechanism 330 
from its peripheral edge. In this preferred embodiment, 
the slot 336 is U-shaped, although it may have some 
other shape. Desirably, the slot is positioned in the n> 
mounting mechanism 330 such that it faces downwardly 
towards the floor on which the chair 10 is resting but 
may alternatively be aligned to limit or control motion in 
other directions. Mounting mechanism 330 is comprised 
of first and second plates 332, 334 which are secured is 
to, and desirably embedded in, resilient pad 331. As 
best seen in Figures 10C and 10D, when embedded, 
the outer surfaces of plates 332, 334 are substantially 
coplanar with the outside surface of the resilient pad 
331 . It will be appreciated that the diameter of the first 20 
and second plates 332, 334 is less than that of the re- 
silient pad 331 such that a thin portion of the material 
making up resilient pad 331 extends beyond the diam- 
eter of the plates 332, 334. First plate 332 is intended 
to face the seat back 324 and is thus provided with re- 25 
cesses 337 for engagement with projecting nipples on 
the seat back 324. The first plate 332 further includes 
an opening 339 which shares a central axis with pas- 
sage 333 in the resilient pad 331 . The second plate 334 
is intended to face the chair frame pad 322 and includes 30 
threaded openings 335 for engagement with fasteners 
that secure the mounting mechanism 330 to the chair 
frame pad 322. The second plate further includes an . 
opening 340 which shares a central axis with the pas- 
sage 333 through resilient pad 331 . It will be readily ap- 35 
preciated that opening 340 is sized to be larger than 
opening 339 so as to accept the head of a fastener 342 
passing therethrough. 

[0022] Turning again to Figure 7, the mounting mech- 
anism 330 is secured to the chair frame 322 using a gen- 40 
erally semi-circular shaped support pad 323 therebe- 
tween. The support pad 323 may be a separate compo- 
nent from chair frame 322 or may be formed integrally 
therewith. The support pad 323 is secured to the chair 
frame 322 with fastener 344. Additionally, a decorative 45 
cap 390 may be used with the frame 322 to hide the 
fastener 344. In this embodiment, the chair frame pad 
"322 is tubular, although it could be other shapes or could 
be solid. A travel stop 353 may be secured at one end 
thereof to the half round pad 323 and extended through so 
the slot 336 in the mounting mechanism 330. The travel 
stop 353 has a first smaller diameter in the portion that 
extends through the slot 336 and a second larger diam- 
eter portion at the end opposite that secured to the sup- 
port pad 323 that extends into a cavity 351 in the seat 55 
back 324. In a preferred embodiment, the travel stop 
353 is provided with threads and threadedly engages 
the half round pad 323 in threaded opening 355. Al- 
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though the term "diameter" has been used in describing 
the travel stop 353 : it should be understood that the trav- 
el stop 353 may take on a variety of cross sectional 
shapes other than round. The only restriction is that it 
has a smaller-sized portion adapted to fit into slot 336 
and a larger-sized portion that fits into cavity 351 . 
[0023] The arrangement described above limits 
movement of the seat back about one or more axes of 
rotation. As the person sitting in the chair leans back in 
the seatback, it will be appreciated that the first plate 
332 will tilt with the seat back 324 so as to compress the 
upper portion of the resilient pad 331. Simultaneously, 
the lower portion of the resilient pad 331 will expand and 
the formerly parallel plates 332, 334 will take on a V- 
shaped relationship. As the lower portion of the first 
plate 332 moves away from the lower portion of the sec- 
ond plate 334, its travel will be checked by the large di- 
ameter portion of the travel stop 353. That is, the large 
diameter portion of the travel stop 353 will limit the 
movement of first plate 332 and, it follows seat back 324 . 
It will be readily appreciated that the amount of back- 
ward tilt allowed will be determined by the length of that 
portion of the travel stop 353 that projects outwardly 
from the first plate 332. 

[0024] Although the travel stop 353 has been illustrat- 
ed as being secured to a portion of the chair frame, it 
will be readily appreciated that the stop may be secured 
to the seat back. In that case, a cavity or opening is pro- 
vided in the chair frame to receive the large diameter 
portion of the travel stop 353. 

[0025] Referring again to Figures 4 and 5, although 
the first and second plates 32, 34 are shown as being 
embedded in the resilient pad 31 , in an alternative em- 
bodiment, the first and second plates 32, 34 could be 
the same diameter as that of the resilient pad 31; a 
"sandwich" embodiment. In this embodiment, the plates 
are not embedded in the resilient pad 31 . Rather, the 
plates 32, 34 are secured to the surface of the resilient 
pad 31 using, for example, an adhesive, the operation 
of which may be enhanced by roughening the surfaces 
of the plates 32, 34 that contact with resilient pad 31 . 
This approach is not as desirable as the embedded ap- 
proach because it is believed that the embedded ap- 
proach makes the resilient mount 30 easier to manufac- 
ture. Nevertheless, there may be particular chair de- 
signs wherein for functional or aesthetic reasons, the 
sandwich embodiment is preferred. 
[0026] Returning to Figures 1, 2, and2A, seat support 
column 1 6 is rigidly attached to seat assembly 20. In the 
preferred embodiment, seat assembly 20 comprises a 
fixed seat support 50, mounting mechanisms 30', seat 
pan 52, and seat 54 attached to seat pan 52. At least 
one, and desirably two, mounting mechanisms 30' are 
connected to fixed seat support 50 with threaded fas- 
teners 42': Seat pan 52 is th erf connected to mounting 
mechanisms 30' with threaded fasteners 44\ It will be 
appreciated that when seat 54 is placed over or other- 
wise engagedly slid into place on seat pan 52, seat 54 
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will be pivotal in forward or backward directions, and 
from side to side to a limited degree. When seat pan 52 
is attached to seat 54, independent movement of seat 
54 with respect to seat back 24 is established. The 
mounting mechanisms 30' are the same as those 30 de- 
scribed for connecting the seat back 24 to the frame 22, 
but because of ergonomic differences between seat 
backs and seats, the size, thickness, and Shore hard- 
ness of resilient pads 31 in mounting mechanisms 30' 
used for connecting the seat pan 52 to the fixed seat 
support 50 may be varied. It will also be appreciated that 
a single mounting mechanism 30' could be used, having 
variable size, shape, and thickness, thereby providing 
pivotal movement in at least two axes. These factors, of 
course, will depend on the specific application and the 
requirements ofthe chair user. 

[0027] Although the mounting mechanism 30 of the 
present invention has been described thus far with re- 
spect to certain preferred embodiments, there are other 
approaches for constructing mounting mechanism 30. 
These alternative embodiments for the mounting mech- 
anism are shown in Figures 11 A through 1 1 C. As shown 
in Figure 11 A, a sandwich embodiment mounting mech- 
anism 430 includes a resilient pad 431 to which is se- 
cured on either side thereof a first plate 432 and a sec- 
ond plate 434. Although only one recess 442 is required, 
each of the plates 432, 434 includes at least one recess 
442 positioned on either side of a threaded opening 444 
that, desirably, is centered on the plate. Recesses 442 
are adapted to receive a nipple (not shown) which 
projects outwardly from one of either the seat back or 
the adjacent chair frame. Although this alternative em- 
bodiment is depicted as having recesses 442 in both the 
first and second plates 432, 434, it will be readily appre- 
ciated that the recesses could be provided in only one 
of the plates. Although the recesses 442 and the accom- 
panying nipples have been shown in this and other em- 
bodiments as having a circular shape, it will be readily 
appreciated that other shapes may be used as well. For 
example, rectangular or square nipples and recesses 
may be used depending on manufacturing considera- 
tions. 

[0028] Referring now to Figure 11B, an alternative 
sandwich embodiment of mounting mechanism 530 in- 
cludes a resilient pad 531 to which is secured on either 
side thereof first and second plates 532, 534 respective- 
ly. Threaded openings 542 are provided in each of the 
plates and are adapted to receive fasteners (not shown) 
for securing the mounting mechanism 530 between the 
chair seat back and an adjacent frame. It will be readily 
appreciated that the two-fastener approach may be 
used with an embedded embodiment also. No central 
passageway 33 (See Figure 1 0A) is required in this em- 
bodiment. 

[0029] Turning now to Figure 11 C, an alternative em- 
bodiment of the mounting mechanism 630 includes a 
resilient pad 631 to which is secured on either side 
thereof first and second plates 632, 634 respectively. 
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Each of the plates includes a threaded opening 644 and 
at least one, and preferably two, nipples 642 extending 
from the plates 632, 634 towards one of either the chair 
seat back or an adjacent frame pad. The resilient mount 

5 630 is secured to the chair seat back and the adjacent 
frame using fasteners (not shown) which engage the 
threaded openings 644 in the plates 632, 634. This em- 
bodiment demonstrates that the nipples 642 may be 
provided on either the resilient mount 630 or on one of 

to the chair seat back or the adjacent frame. It will be read- 
ily appreciated that nipples 642 may be provided on one 
or the other, or both of the first, or second plates 632, 
634. 

[0030] Given the wide number of chair designs in 

15 which the present invention may be incorporated, it may 
be desirable to combine various features of the embod- 
iments discussed thus far. For example, the mounting 
mechanism 630 illustrated in Figure 11 B couid be pro- 
vided with one plate 632 having extending nipples and 

20 a second plate 634 configured with two/threaded open- 
ings, such as the plate 534 illustrated in Figure 1 1 C. That 
is, the mounting mechanism of the present invention 
may be configured to be secured on one side with one 
fastener and to be secured on an opposing side with two 

25 fasteners. Alternatively, the mounting mechanism can 
be configured to include projecting nipples on one side 
and with threaded openings or recesses on an opposing 
side. Each of these variations employ the basic princi- 
ples of the invention which include providing a resilient 

30 pad to which is secured on either side thereof a plate. 
[0031] In yet another alternative embodiment of the 
present invention the angular relationship between the 
plates may be modified. In each ofthe embodiments dis- 
. cussed thus far the plates are illustrated as being sub- 

35 stantially parallel. However, in an alternative embodi- 
ment, the resilient pad may be configured to have a 
smaller width atone end as opposed to an opposing end 
with a result that the first and second plates will be an- 
gled towards each other when the chair seat back is at 

40 rest. The term "at rest" refers to the angular relationship 
between the first and second plates when the chair is 
unoccupied and also refers to the angular relationship 
to which the plates return after ah occupant vacates the 
chair. It will be readily appreciated that the resistance to 

45 movement about at least one of the axes may vary 
somewhat in this embodiment. However, it is believed 
that acceptable performance will still be obtained. 
[0032] The chair and mounting of the present inven- 
tion offer numerous advantages over prior art chairs and 

50 mounts. These advantages include, but are not limited 
to, the fact that the resilient pad 31 is not constrained in 
any type of enclosed space or cup. Thus, the seat back 
24 is free to move in an unlimited number of directions 
and the seat so as to take full advantage of the physical 

55 properties of the resilient pad. 31 . Thus, although some 
of the advantages of the present invention have been 
described herein above, it should be understood that ad- 
ditional advantages of the present invention will be read- 
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ily ascertainable by trjose of ordinary skill in the art. The 
scope of the present invention includes those additional 
advantages. 

[0033] Although the present invention has been de- 
scribed with preferred embodiments, it is to be under- 
stood that modifications and variations may be utilized 
without departing from the spirit and scope of this inven- 
tion, as those skilled in the art will readily understand. 
Such modifications and variations are considered to be 
within the purview and scope of the appended claims 
and their equivalents. 



Claims 

1. A chair of the type having a seat and a separate 
seat back comprising: 

(a) a chair frame having a substantially fixed 
rear segment; 

(b) a mounting mechanism movably connecting 
said seat back to said fixed rear segment; 

(c) said mounting mechanism including: 

i) first and second spaced apart plates, one 
of said plates being secured to said rear 
segment frame and the other to said seat 
back; 

ii) a resilient pad positioned between and 
secured to said plates; and 

(d) wherein said seat back is capable of being 
pivoted about at least two axes of rotation, one 
of which is substantially perpendicular to the 
plane of said seat back. 

2. The chair of claim 1 , wherein said seat back is ca- 
pable of being moved to a plurality of positions 
about at least three axes of rotation including one 
which is substantially perpendicular to the plane of 
said seat back. 

3. The chair of cjaim 1 or 2, wherein one of said seat 
back or said frame rear segment further includes at 
least one projecting nipple extending towards said 
resilient pad, said at least one projecting nipple be- 
ing received in at least one recess formed in one of 
said first plate or said second plate that such move- 
ment of said seat back causes movement of said 
plate movably secured thereto. 

4. The chair of claim 1 , 2 or 3, wherein one of said first 
plate or said second plate further includes at least 
one projecting nipple extending towards one of said 
seat back or said frame rear segment, said at least 
one projecting nipple being received in at least one 
recess formed in one of said seat back or said frame 
rear segment. 



12 

5. The chair of any preceding claim, wherein said re- 
silient paid further includes a slot extending inward- 
ly from a peripheral edge of said pad. 

s 6. The chair of claim 5, further including a travel stop 
positioned in said slot and attached at one end 
thereof to one of said frame rear segment or said 
seat back, said travel stop having a small diameter 
portion positioned in said slot and a large diameter 

10 portion located at an end opposite that of said end 
attached to said one of said rear segment or said 
seat back and positioned in a cavity in the other of 
said rear segment or said seat back and adjacent 
to one of said plates. 

15 

7. The chair of any preceding claim, wherein said chair 
frame further includes a fixed seat support and at 
least one mounting mechanism for connecting said 
seat to said fixed seat support, wherein said seat is 

20 capable of being pivoted about at least one axis of 
rotation. 

8. A chair of the type having a seat and a separate 
seat back, said chair comprising: 

25 

(a) a chair frame having a substantially fixed 
seat support; 
. (b) at least one mounting mechanism movably 
connecting said seat to said seat support, said 
30 at least one mounting mechanism including: 

i) first and second spaced apart plates, one 
of said plates being secured to said seat 
and the other to said seat support; 
35 ji) a resilient pad positioned between and 

secured to said plates; and 

(c) wherein said seat is capable of being moved 
to a plurality of positions about at least one axis 
40 of rotation . 

9. The chair of claim 8, wherein said chair frame fur- 
ther includes a substantially fixed rear segment and 
a mounting mechanism connecting said seat back 

45 to said rear segment, wherein said seat back is ca- 
pable of being pivoted about at least two axes of 
rotation, one of which is substantially perpendicular 
to the plane of the seat back. 

50 10. The chair of any preceding claim, wherein said seat 
back is integrally formed with a tall portion and a 
short portion, either of said tall portion or said short 
portion being capable of being installed to extend 
upwardly when said seat back is connected to the 

55 ■ mounting mechanism. 

11. A mounting mechanism for pivotally securing a 
chair seat back, or seat, to : an adjacent chair frame, 
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comprising: 

(a) a first plate adapted for attachment to one 
of said seat back, or seat, or said chair frame; 

(b) a second plate positioned substantially par- 5 
allel to and laterally spaced apart from said sec- 
ond plate and adapted for attachment to the 
other of said seat back, or seat, or said chair 
frame; 

(c) a resilient pad positioned between and se- 10 
cured to said first and second plates; and 

(d) wherein said resilient pad provides torsional 
resistance to relative rotation between said first 
plate and said second plate. 

15 

12. The mechanism of claim 11 , wherein one of said first 
plate or said second plate further includes at least 
one projecting nipple extending outwardly from said 
first or second plate. 

20 

13. The mechanism of claim 1 1 } wherein one of said first 
plate or said second plate further includes at least 
one recess extending inwardly from the surface of 
said first or second plate. 

25 

14. The chair of any of claims 1 to 10, or mechanism of 
any of claims 11 to 1 3, wherein said first and second 
plates are embedded in said resilient pad such that 
outside surfaces of said plates are substantially co- 
planar with corresponding outside surfaces of said 30 
resilient pad. 



(b) a seat back mounting mechanism movably 
connecting said seat back to said rear segment; 

(c) said mounting mechanism including a resil- 
ient pad forming the sole connection between 
said seat back and said rear segment; 

(d) wherein said seat back is capable of being 
pivotable about at least two axes of rotation, 
one of which is substantially perpendicular to 
the plane of said seat back; and 

(e) at least one seat mounting mechanism in- 
cluding a resilient pad forming the sole connec- 
tion between said seat pan and said seat sup- 
port. 

20. The chair of claim 7, 9 or 1 9, wherein the mounting 
mechanisms associated with the seat and with the 
seat back are effectively the same, and each comp 
rises a mechanism as claimed in claim 11. 

21 . An integrally-formed seat back for a chair of the type 
having a seat and separate seat back, comprising: 

(a) a tall portion; 

(b) a short portion; and 

(c) wherein either of said tail portion or said 
short portion is capable of being installed to ex- 
tend upwardly when said seat back is connect- 
ed to a chair frame. 



15. The chair or mechanism of any preceding claim, 
wherein said resilient paid is substantially circular 

in shape. 35 

16. The chair or mechanism of any preceding claim, 
wherein said mounting mechanism includes at least 
one passage therethrough adapted for receiving a 
fastenerfor movably securing said mounting mech- <*o 
anism to one of said seat back or said rear segment, 

or to one of said seat or said seat support. 

17. The chair or mechanism of any preceding claim, fur- 
ther comprising a slot extending inwardly from a pe- 
ripheral edge of said resilient pad. 

18. The chair or mechanism of any preceding claim, 
wherein said resilient paid is formed from an elas- 
tomeric material having a Shore hardness of be- 50 
tween about 45 and 100, and preferably between 
about 80 and about 90. 

19. A chair of the type having a seat pan and a separate 
seat back, comprising: 55 

(a) a chair frame having a seat support and a 
rear segment; 
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(54) Ergonomic chair 
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ing a seat (54), a separate seat back (24), and a chair 
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